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Part one: Reading and Interpreting (8pts)
Read the text and do the activities

Living in a city is becoming more and more difficult. Every minute our lives are in danger.
When we leave our houses, we must breathe bad air. This smog is not only unpleasant but
dangerous as well. Our old people are suffering from respiratory diseases. The pollution in the air
hurts our eyes, our noses and our throat.

When we walk down the streets, we hear loud noises from every side: radios, stereos, shouting
people, cars, etc... We have few parks. We have no place to sit quietly and enjoy the singing of
birds. We cannot escape pollution everywhere, not even in our homes. We live pollution twenty
four hours a day. Our rivers are polluted by industrial chemicals. Who knows how many of these
chemicals are still in the water when we drink it? And what about the food we eat?

Yes, our city has indeed become unlivable. We may have high standard of living, with cars, T
V sets and other materials, but do we live as our grandparents lived? They didn't have cars, T.V sets
and beautiful houses but they had cleaner air and quieter cities. The food they ate was not covered
with pesticides and other chemicals. We as citizens of this community must decide of what kind of
world we want our children to live in.

A/Comprehension:
1. Choose the most suitable title for the text.

a) Our grandparent’s life b) Our polluted cities ¢) Children’s future
life

2. Say whether the following statements are “true” or “false”.
a) The air we breathe is healthy.
b) We suffer from pollution day and night.
¢) There are plenty of places where people can sit and listen to birds.
d) Our grandparents’ life was better than ours.

3. Answer the following questions according to the text.




a) Why are our lives in danger?

4. Who or what do the underlined words refer to in the text?

) I (82) ovveeeeeee e, b) they (§3) ...ovveveeeeen.

B/Text Exploration:

1. Find in the text words which are closest in meaning to the following:
a)harms (§1) =............... b) reside (§2) = ...............
Find in the text words which are opposite in meaning to the following:

a)safe (§1) £ ............... b) noisier (§3) # ..ccovnnnnnnnn.

2. Complete the following table:

Verb Noun Adjective

................................. pollution

3. Complete sentence (b) so that it means the same as sentence (a).

1/ a) Pesticides and other chemicals have contaminated our food.

D) OUr f00d .. oo
2/ a) Our rivers are polluted by industrial chemicals

b) Industrial ChemicCals .........ooiiiiiii
3/ a) Pollution caused a lot of diseases.

D) Aot Of dISEASES ..ot

4/ a) We must make decisions to preserve nature.

D) DIECISIONS .. et
4. Classify the following words according to the number of their syllables.

pollution - breathe - streets - city - chemicals - trashes




One Syllable

Two Syllables

Three Syllables

Written expression

Write a short paragraph in which you talk about your dream to live in a clean city.




